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SUMMER INTO FALL 
THE FORCE BEHIND THE FUN CONTINUES 

AFA Houston at Wings over Houston 2009 
Yes we are there with a concession stand selling brats, hot 
dogs, beer & soft drinks to the hungry/thirsty crowd.  Last 
year we grossed over $19,000.00 and our profit went to sup-
port scholarships.  At left Dick Campbell’s crew of AFA mem-
bers, AFROTC & NASA volunteers man the 2008 Conces-
sion.  We need VOLUNTEERS for this year’s concession.  
Contact Col Sam Morthland at smorthla@aol.com or call him 
at  281-480-9308 or 281-204-7456 cell.  Work half a day at the 
stand then watch the action and walk the ramp the rest.  

IN NOVEMBER 
7 NOVEMBER 2009 AT 1800 HRS 

Ken Wisian 

Colonel, USAF 
Commander, 

147th  
Reconnaissance 

Wing 
 

Guest Speaker 
& 

AFA Member 

Oktoberfest in November, our annual VINTAGE UNIFORM NIGHT 
Show up & show off the uniform you wear or the uniform you wore at the time of retire-
ment.  Mess Dress, Class A, flight suits, Missile regalia, fatigues or Coat & tie acceptable.  
Fun starts at 6:00 PM sharp with happy hour.  RSVP required NLT 4 Nov 2009 (See RSVP 
form at the end of this newsletter).  Ken promises a truly spectacular event with updates 
on the ANG, the Predator and his personal life.  Limited seating so RSVP early. 

Rudi Lechner’s German Restaurant & Bar 
2503 South Gessner (just North of Westheimer) Houston, 77063 Ph 713-782-1180 

The  
Predator 

Rollout of the Predator 
It wasn’t suppose to happen until 2012—the arrival of the Predator that is.  But in 

September the 147th RW maintenance group assembled the first Predator to arrive 
at Ellington Field.  The official “Coming Out” will be announced sometime in Octo-

ber and You will be able to see it at Wings over Houston.  Fully qualified 147th 
Predator pilots and sensor operators are already stationed at Ellington and flying 

daily mission's in Afghanistan.  AETC has established pilot and sensor operator train-
ing at Randolph AFB Texas.  The Predator is an awesome weapons platform and a 

major instrument in the war on terrorism  



AIR FORCE MAGAZINE 
Online is a digital version 
of the Air Force Magazine, 
the monthly journal of the 
Air Force Association and 
one of the world’s foremost 
publications in the fields of 
defense and aerospace.  
The magazine can be 
found at:   
http://www.afa.org/
magazine/aboutmag.asp 
You can become a 
member of our team, 

“The Force Behind 
The Force”.  Just go 
to our web site at 
www.afahouston.org 
And download an 
application.  Mem-
bership is open to 
all citizens who want 
to support aero-
space power and 
education. 
 
 

AEROSPACE 
POWER 

As many of you know by now, our AFA Chapter 233 has had to deal with a change of leader-
ship. Our President, Col. Rodney Horn, has been away since July, serving on an extended TDY in Af-
ghanistan. We proudly salute him and all of the other brave, dedicated airmen, soldiers, marines, and 
sailors serving our nation in harm’s way. Meanwhile, our Vice President, Richard Campbell, has been 
acting in the role of President. Richard has resigned for personal reasons. On behalf of AFA Chapter 
233, I would like to thank Richard for his hard work and pleasant company. His sudden resignation left 
us scrambling to fill our leadership holes. By our chapter rules of succession, the next in line to as-
sume command is the Secretary. That would be me. So, I am writing this President’s Report in that act-
ing role. We held an election to fill our leadership holes at our regular monthly meeting on 01 Oct 09. I 
am pleased to announce that Sam Morthland was elected Vice President. Sam will also serve as Acting 
President until it is determined whether Col. Horn will be assigned back to Houston or elsewhere. In 
the event Rodney is assigned elsewhere, Sam will serve until a new president can be elected in the 
September 2010 election cycle. During this interim period, all incumbents will continue in their current 
staff positions. Please join me in congratulating Sam and pledging our full support for his leadership. 

During this past quarter our Chapter has enjoyed a string of wonderful successes.  On 18 July 
09, we had a great social event at the Lone Star Flight Museum in Galveston, followed by a superb din-
ner along the seawall. Many thanks to Don Keltner for making the arrangements and to Frank Urbanic 
for entertaining us with his fighter pilot “war stories” in front of his old war bird. On 21 Aug 09, we had 
the pleasure of another Houston Ship Channel Harbor Lites Cruise courtesy of the Houston Port Au-
thority. While not as much of a fund raiser as prior years, this cruise allowed us time to enjoy each 
other’s company along with some cool drinks and an excellent Texas BBQ dinner. Please join me in 
thanking Cal Perry for his diligent efforts making the arrangements for this event. Bill Humphries de-
serves a word of praise for arranging our monthly meeting on 03 Sep 09 at the China Garden restau-
rant in down town Houston. Many members brought their spouse and we all had a really good time 
chatting over some wonderful food. 

Looking forward to the next quarter finds our Chapter calendar filled with even more great 
events. Working together with the University of Houston AFROTC cadets, our chapter will operate a 
concession stand for the Wings Over Houston Air Show at Ellington Field on 31 Oct and 01 Nov 09. 
This year we intend to beat our outstanding 2008 record, selling more than $20,000 worth of hot dogs, 
sausages, soft drinks, and beer.  On 07 Nov 09, we will reconvene our annual October Fest at Rudi 
Lechner’s German Restaurant. In addition to good food, great drinks, and an entertaining key note 
speaker, this event gives us an opportunity to prove we can still squeeze into our vintage uniforms. 
And, of course, we will continue to hold our chapter meetings on the first Thursday of each month, 
starting at 1700 hrs at the Stag’s Head Pub.  So, come join the camaraderie. Get involved. Meet some 
interesting people who share your dedication to the United States Air Force, and become an active 
part of the “Force Behind The Force”.    —Bill Rothschild 

JOIN AFA 

Chapter President’s Corner 
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 Tom is the founder and president of the Academy Association (a busi-
ness to business networking group for Service Academy Graduates, 
former officers, and supporters of the military), president of the Hous-
ton Chapter of the Air Force Academy Association of Graduates, a 
graduate of the Air force Academy and University of Houston where 
he received his law degree.  Our partnership with him brings together 
two great associations for aerospace power.  His firm works with busi-
ness leaders, helping them start, buy and sell businesses and com-
mercial real estate projects, advising them about operations, contracts, and employ-
ment issues, and helping them structure their businesses and asset ownership to 
increase business and economic efficiencies and reduce legal exposure. He is listed 
in our Partners for Progress section of the www.afahouston.org web site.  For more 
information visit his website at www.tomsolomon.com and sign on to his newsletter 
at tom@tomsolomon.com .  
 

MEET OUR LATEST COMMUNITY PARTNER—LAW OFFICES OF THOMAS D. SOLOMON 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION HOUSTON—CONTINUE TO SERVE 

Bill 
Rothschild 
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AFA Houston In Pictures 
San Jacinto Chapter AF233 

Historic Events, Great times & Wonderful Activities 
During July, August September 2009  

AFA HOUSTON—EDUCATE, ADVOCATE & SUPPORT 

Lone Star Flight Museum a trip into the past 
In the first event of the summer, the chapter traveled to the 
Lone Star Flight Museum in Galveston to view ancient war 
birds and wax nostalgic of times past.  At right, Don Keltner, 
our event coordinator wrestles with one of the pins on the 
B-17 while Diane Rothschild, bottom right, under the 
watchful eyes of Museum “Reinactor’s”, has thoughts of tak-
ing it for a spin.  Bottom, after the tour the group went to 
Casey’s for dinner.  Clockwise starting at left, Lana Hilton, Bill 
& Diane Rothschild, Don Keltner & wife Linda, Deb Coving-
ton, Bill Humphries and Frank Urbanic.  Lower left, Bill 
Humphries attempts to start the WWII Jeep to take Diane 
Rothschild for spin.  Middle left, David & Kim Lampkin in 
reinactors uniforms poise with Frank Urbanic, Diane Roths-
child and Lana Hilton.  Top left, Frank Urbanic tells war sto-
ries in front of the A-1 Skyraider, one of the many aircraft he 
flew during his career.  
Our thanks to Don and Linda Keltner for making this 

event so special  

LEADERSHIP 
2 DAY SEMINAR 

AT U OF H 

Teaching Air Force and military leadership principles to 
young corporate executives from around Houston 
was the goal of this seminar sponsored by the U of H 
and chaired by Col Phil Bossert, AFA member and 
Chair of Aerospace Studies at the University.  Six 
members of AFA Houston participated in the semi-
nar which had strong support from the university.  
At right, Tom Solomon, Bob Kjar, Tom Short, Col 
Bossert & Capt Quac Vo, all AFA members with 
University Provost Dr. John Antel in center. Lower 
right, Col Bossert with Kristin Barrs, Rep Ted Poe’s 
District Director & Amy Cantwell, Staff Assistant.  
Lower left Colonel Ken Wisian, AFA member & 
Commander, 147th RW with LtCol Tony Landry 
USA (Ret) one of the speakers at the event.  Upper 
left, Capt Vo with Dean William Fitzgibbon, Dean, 
College of Technology, and Dean Robert Wimpel-
berg, Dean, College of Education.  The University 
of Houston is the model, nationwide, for sup-
port of aerospace leadership principles, educa-
tion & aerospace power. 



Get your  
 

AFA-Texas Automobile License 
Plates.  

Here is how: 
1.Fill out a TxDOT form VTR-999 

which is available on the AFA Texas 
Web Site at www.texasafa.org  

2:Send the form with your check for 
$30 to TxDOT.  

3. TxDOT will send the license plates to 
your County Tax Office for you to pick 

up.     
Please support this program that will 
benefit AFA scholarships in Texas . 

 Have a business?  Become an 
AFA Community Partner 

 Members who own businesses 
can  double their service by 
making that business an AFA 
Community Partner.  It only 
cost $75.00/year and you can 
write it off as an expense.  We 
will give you coverage on our 
AFA Houston web site where 
you can advertise your prod-
ucts.  Call 713-443-9207 

AFA HOUSTON FALL SCHEDULE 
 
OCTOBER 9-11:  2ND ANNUAL VIETNAM VETERANS REUNION  
OCTOBER 24:  RETIRE APPRECIATION DAY AT ELLINGTON FIELD 
OCT. 31 NOV 1:  WINGS  OVER HOUSTON AIRSHOW AND AFA HOUSTON 
CONCESSION. 
VOLUNTEERS FOR THE CONCESSION BOOTH NEEDED. 
NOVEMBER 5:  CHAPTER MEETING AT STAGSHEAD PUB. 
NOVEMBER 7:  AFA HOUSTON OKTOBERFEST IN NOVEMBER AT RUDY 
LECHNER'S GERMAN RESTAURANT.   
NOVEMBER 8: ROLLOUT FOR THE PREDATOR AT ELLINGTON FIELD 
NOVEMBER 11:  VETERANS DAY CEREMONY & PARADE CITY OF HOUSTON 
DECEMBER 3: CHAPTER MEETING AT STAGSHEAD PUB. 
MARCH 22, 2010: AIR FORCE ACADEMY BAND CONCERT. 

RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY - October 24 2009 
THE HOUSTON U.S. ARMY RETIREES COUNCIL IS SPONSORING THE 12th AN-
NUAL RETIREE ACTIVITIES DAY AT THE JOINT RESERVE CENTER – Ellington Field 
Joint Reserve Base 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM 0830-1300: 
JAG Services (POA’s, Last Wills, etc) 
 
15 Vendors and representatives to include:  AAFES, USFHP, AUSA, TRICARE, etc. 
DOD Vehicle Stickers for on base access (retired military ID; driver’s license; vehicle regis-
tration; and proof of insurance required) 
Immunizations (flu) 
 
ID card renewals (retirees and dependents with proper documentation) 
  
COME OUT AND COLLECT YOUR WELL-EARNED BENEFITS AND SERVICES PRO-
VIDED TO YOU ABSOLUTELY FREE!!! 
 
Presentations and Posting of the Colors begin promptly at 0830-1000  and 1030-
1200.  Bring your ID card to receive your benefits.  
 
Exit I-45 South at Dixie Farm Road just south of Beltway 8.  Go east on Dixie Farm Road 
and enter Ellington Airport after you cross Hwy 3.  Follow the signs to the military and the 
Armed Forces Reserve Center is the large brick building on the right. 
 
FREE COFFEE & DONUTS PROVIDED 

To be added to the AFA Update distribution list, please e-mail us at: service@afa.org  
- To change the e-mail address to which you receive the AFA Update service@afa.org 
Please provide the old and new e-mail addresses.  
- For questions or comments about the AFA Update, e-mail (srubel@afa.org).  
- To change the mailing address or other information for your AFA membership record, 
visit https://www.afa.org/AboutUs/memben/address.asp  
- To join AFA or renew your membership, visit https://www.afa.org/forms/joinapp.asp?
pm=show_form&cn =  
- For details on your AFA member benefits, go to: http://www.afavba.org/AboutUs/
memben/  

Or Call AFA at 800-727-5800 and they will make the changes for you 

THE FORCE  
BEHIND THE FORCE 

Current Events And Happenings Around The Houston Area 
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How to Contact AFA  

Benefits Section 



 

Colonel Kenneth W. Wisian 
Texas Air National Guard 
United States Air Force 

 
Colonel Wisian has as his mission to usher in the new era of un-
manned aircraft, currently the Predator MQ-1, and introduce it 
along with the flight crews to the Houston area.  He is uniquely 
qualified for the job.  He is a Master Navigator and the holder of a 
PH.D in Geophysics from SMU in Dallas.  His Predator Control 
Centers at Ellington are operational with daily combat missions 
in Southwestern Asia  piloted  by the Ellington crews.  Ken’s 
background explains in large measure why he was chosen for 
this job.  He graduated from the University of Texas in 1982 and 
received his commission as a distinguished AFROTC graduate.  
He became a B-52G Navigator and Radar Navigator at Barksdale 
AFB and was then selected for the USAF Test Pilot School and 
became the Chief Test Navigator for the AC-130U Spectre 
(Spooky) Gunship.  Taking time out to pursue his Doctoral de-
gree, he then transferred to the Texas ANG where he has served 
in operations and command positions prior to assuming command of the 147th.  He has over 3800 
hours in combat aircraft and combat time in the Balkans, Afghanistan and Iraq.  You just can’t get more 
qualified than that.  He is married to Dr. Meena Balakrishnan and has one daughter, Danielle.  

Ken is a proud member of the Air Force Association.  

With spiritual guidance much in demand today, we are proud to announce that Chap-
lain Bill Miller has joined our merry band of AFA Warriors. His mission is to look after 
our souls and provide guidance and counseling in a world that tends to look the 
other way and to demean our principles of leadership that include honesty, integrity, 
honor and a good character.  We ask Chaplain Miller to constantly remind us of these 
time tested values and to help buoy up our conscience in doing what is right.  Bill 
serves as the 147th Reconnaissance Wing Chaplain.  He and his wife, Jolene, are 
welcome additions to this chapter of over 1,200 active duty, ANG, retirees and civil-
ians whose purpose is to foster the ideals of aerospace leadership and power in pre-
serving our constitution and our republic which is the United States of America. We 
also ask Bill’s blessings on the work that we do to educate the public, advocate for a 
strong defense and support our fellow military members who are in harms way.   

Welcome aboard Bill. 

Meet the new Commander—Colonel Ken Wisian, Commander 147th RW 
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            Commander, 147th Reconnaissance Wing 
           Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base  

Colonel Ken Wisian 

Welcome our newest AFA member—LtCol (Chaplain) Bill Miller 
147th RW 

LtCol (Chaplain) Bill 
Miller 

Book Review: LeMay: The life and Wars of General Curtis LeMay  
“We in the AFA critique the present as well as the future outlook for the Air Force from the perspective of the history 

we collectively lived.  LeMay, in the footprints of "Hap" Arnold and "Tooey" Spaatz, should hold in perpetuity the title of 
the most prescient Air Force leader who ever donned a uniform”.  Read Herb’s full penetrating review of LaMay on our 

web site at www.afahouston.org/newsletters.html  
LtCol USAF (Ret) Herb Schwartz received his undergraduate degree from the University of Florida;  his M.A. in Strategic and International 
Studies from Wichita State University, his J.D. from the University of Florida and his LL.M. from the University of Illinois.  He serves the 
U.S. Naval Academy as a Blue and Gold Officer supporting young people in pursuit of a naval career.  Herb is a practicing attorney in 
Houston & a member of Air Force Association Houston.  Email him at hschwartz@galyen.com 



Editorial Page 
From the Air Force Chief of Staff 

Air Force Association Houston 
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YES, I’m a volunteer 
To work the AFA Concession stand at Wings over Houston 

Oct 31st & Nov 1st, Ellington Field 
I have selected the shift schedule(s) and type of work I want to do 

below 
 

 
Name: 
 

Telephone:  
 

Email Address:   

 
Shift Schedule I can work: 
 
31 Oct,  8:00 AM to 12:30 PM ______    12:30 PM to 5:00 PM ______ 
 
1 Nov,   8:00 AM to 12:30 PM ______     12:30 PM to 5:00 PM ______ 
 
Type work I would like to do: 
 
Cook ______    Cashier _______      Beverage  _________ 
 
Use me where you need me  __________ 
 
Print out this form and mail to: 
Col Sam Morthland 
AFA Event Coordinator 
15422 Stonehill Dr. 
Houston, TX 77062 
Or call him at: 
Phone 281-480-9308 
Business Phone 281-204-7456  
  
 

 

 

 

 



Location 

Rudi Lechner’s German Restaurant & Bar 
2503 South Gessner (just North of Westheimer) Houston, 77063 Ph 713-782-1180 

 
Guest Speaker:  Colonel Ken Wisian, Commander, 147th Reconnaissance Wing 

 
Dress:  Mess Dress, Class A’s, Flight Suit, Missile Suit or Coat & Tie 
 
Cost:   Pay as you go with cash bar.  Order from menu of: 
  Grilled Salmon with Dill Caper sauce       $24.00 
  Chicken Breast Rudi grilled and topped with Mushroom Marsala sauce   $20.00 
  Sauerbraten Beef Eye Round marinated & roasted in sweet sour sauce  $23.00 
  Heritage Dinner Sample plate of Wiener Schnitzel, Sausages, Pork Loin, 
 -Roast Chicken, Sauerbraten, Red Cabbage, Sauerkraut and Austrian Potatoes $29.00 

Desserts: 
Cheese Cake, Carrot Cake, Apple Strudel 

 
 
RSVP by no later than:  Monday, 2 November 2009 
Number in party:  ______ 
Names:  _________________________________________________________________ 
    _________________________________________________________________ 
    _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:  _____________________________________________________ 
Print and fill out this form and mail to: 
 
Bob Kjar 
Event Coordinator 
2111 Hickory Creek Drive 
Kingwood, TX 77339 
Phone: 281-359-4852 
Cell:   713-443-9207 
Email:  rhkjar@member.afa.org 
   
 

AFA HOUSTON—THE FORCE BEHIND THE FUN 
 

The San Jacinto Chapter 233 

Houston Area Air Force Association  
Requests The Pleasure of your Company 

At 

Oktoberfest in November 
Vintage Uniform Night 



HERITAGE  F-16 
“90 YEARS OF AIR POWER 

1917—2007 

 The Texas Military Forces are proudly creating a historic 
landmark to commemorate 90 years of Texas Air National 
Guard members dedicated service.  Mounted on a pedestal at 
Camp Mabry in Austin—forever raised to the sky—the Heri-
tage F-16 will be symbolic of the brave Airmen who served 
our country in wartime and defended the skies over America.   
     Formed in 1917 as the 111th Aero Squadron, the 147th 
Fighter Wing at Houston’s Ellington Field ended 90 years of 
manned aviation in 2007 to make room for the  

MQ-1 Predator and a new mission—The 147th Reconnais-
sance Wing.  Please help us keep alive the spirit behind 
such an important part of Texas military aviation history. 
    The Air Force Association (AFA), in coordination with the 
Texas Military Forces, is seeking individual and corporate 
sponsors to aide in preserving the 90-year anniversary 
Heritage F-16 that sports a spectacular paint job with mark-
ings that commemorate the units nine decade history of 
manned flight 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Contributions are vital to successfully meet the goal in permanently mounting the Heritage F-16 to share with the 
community. 
This monument will serve as an inspiration to the youth of today, moreover to stand testimony of the achieve-
ments of the Texas Air National Guard airmen who served our country during the past century.  Donations of 
funding, materials and/or services are being sought to assist with construction of a permanent mount.  Your dona-
tion of any amount will be appreciated.  To contact or make donations: 

 

Austin Chapter AFA, c/o Norm King 
2418 Lavendale Court, Austin, TX 78748 

512-280-7741 

Houston, San Jacinto Chapter 233 AFA,  c/o Bob Kjar 
2111 Hickory Creek Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339 

713-443-9207 

 


